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Our Christmas Party this year was a real treat and I would like to thank all the members who worked to make the 
Christmas party such a success. We had a most enjoyable afternoon of bridge directed by Neville, who added to the 
fun of awarding prizes for winning tricks for such things as winning a trick with a two and happily the supply of 
chocolates lasted all afternoon. The raffle for the REBEL voucher was drawn and won by Tania Papalia. The festivities 
continued after bridge as we enjoyed a glass of wine served by John Bamfield and Shane Brown, who both came in 
to run the bar for us. When we sat down at our tables we were each surprised to find a small gift box containing a jar 
of jam made in France and a little sack of chocolate coins. A lovely touch. Thankyou Jacquie. Unfortunately, Jacquie 
and Matthew Wilding, who had offered to cater for the party, were not able to be present at the time, but their two 
able assistants served the delicious meal prepared by Jacquie very well. Help was needed from to time and willing 
hands were there whenever sought. So thank you to all who helped on the day. We had a great time.  
 
The Christmas raffle was drawn on the afternoon of the Festive Open Pairs and the lucky winners of the hampers 
were Isabella Cowin, Jenny Simpson and Gordana Komadina.  Joan Valentine, Robyn Dyson and Gwen Dick each won 
an Orange Liqueur pudding. Thank you Wilma for making up the hampers,they were truly something we all wanted 
to win.  
 
And now I wish you all a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR and fun and success at the bridge table. 
 

DD ee nn ii ss   LL aa ww rr ee nn cc ee   (( 11 99 33 77 -- 22 00 11 99 ))   
“He was a fine man!”. 
If and when we use that phrase, we know what we mean but would, 
perhaps, find it difficult to define. I’ll come back to that. 
Those of us that attended the Celebration of Denis’s Life at the 
beginning of December found there was a lot of Denis’s life to 
celebrate. His 5 remaining children and stepchildren (he didn’t 
differentiate……Chris and Denis’s very own Brady Bunch) and a 
granddaughter described their family life and his career so poignantly 
with much laughter and unsteady voices. A high school teacher, a 
senior teacher and eventually a school principal, both in rural towns 
and in Perth, Denis’s speciality was maths. His love of this subject 
may have inspired him to take up bridge but, before that, moved him 

to gain a degree in maths in his middle years (nocturnally, I imagine) to back up 
his initial teaching qualification. 
He came to our Club about 20 years ago. He wasn’t allowed to waste all that 
talent simply playing bridge but was talked into taking up a number of posts and 
volunteered for many more. If he saw a deficiency, he would always move to get 
rid of it. In the past month, our President has had to share all his weekly tasks 
between four other people. 
The Celebration taught us all one thing, something we always suspected. He was 
a very giving man. He gave of his love, his time, his knowledge, his humour and 
his vegetables. 
So, back to the definition of a fine man. Suggestions:- ‘courteous, handsome, 
loyal, hard-working, high-achieving, gallant and great fun’. The whole package 
fits Denis like a glove. Add in a brain the size of a planet for good measure. 



The world being what it is, it was in that same brain where Denis’s body was attacked and brought down. It 
was so hard for him and everyone who loved him. But he never once stopped being a fine man. 
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WHAT A FEAST we enjoyed!  The Wildings and their fabulous helpers 
from the “Normandie Invasion” prepared and presented a truly gourmet 
feast that was fallen on and devoured by 84 hungry and most 

appreciative gourmands!  Thanks to Jay Wongphasukchot for the photos.   We were so sad Jackie was not able to be 
with us so that we could thank her in person on the night.  The afternooon’s bridge before that luscious meal was 
also very enjoyable, with Barbara Frost and Helen Arendts (N/S) and Lynne Erington and Alison Orr (E/W) taking the 
honours for the A group, Cassie Morin and Jan Blight (N/S) and Garth Scotford and Jan Howell (E/W) for the B group. 
 
For those who didn’t know this, Jackie and Mathew are also responsible for doing the Club’s beautiful Christmas 
decorations.  Thank you both from all of us for your contribution to the way we enjoy our club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  South Perth Swiss Pairs 6th, 13th & 20th January 
Australia Day Holiday Open Pairs, Monday afternoon 27th January 
Club Restricted Pairs Championship, Saturday morning 1st February 
GNOT heats      Tuesday evenings 4th & 11th February 

 

YOUR 2020 PROGRAMME is ready and available for collection at the club. 

DECEMBER PROMOTIONS 
Local Master:  Maggie Gilles, Bev Scott and Lorna Tacey 
Club Master : Daphne Andersen, Meri Comber, Tim Mason, 
John Maybury, Gail Rijnhart 
Graduate Master:   Janette Calligaro and Deirdre Hodby 
 

THANK YOU, DIRECTOR! 
Graeme Cronin has “retired” as a Director, 
but we warmly welcome two new Directors 
in Sue Shadbolt and Hilary Stilling. 


